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Community Service or Service Learning: What’s the Difference?
**Both are important pieces of our students’ growth and development.

What is Service-Learning?

School-based service-learning combines classroom studies with meaningful service to the
community in a way that improves student learning and strengthens the community. Students
work in collaboration with community members, teachers, and classmates to meet real
community needs, while applying core concepts from the regular classroom curriculurn.
Students develop responsibility and citizenship while increasing academic achievement.

Service-Learning includes the following elements:

¢ Planning and Preparation for projects including needs assessment
e Actual Service
e Reflection on the project
¢ Celebration of the project
e Evaluation of the project
Service-Learning is ideally student-centered, with students making decisions in each step of
the process. Ideally, projects are more than one-time events.

What is Community Service?

Community service is often associated with volunteerism. It is the process of doing good
works for others. This service can meet an individual or community’s need.

e It is not necessarily tied to the curriculum.

e It might not have learning goals tied to the service.

e It might not have a reflection, celebration, or evaluation component.

e ‘Itis often a one-time experience.

Examples of Connecting Service to the Curriculum:

Community Service: Raking leaves for elderly neighbors.

Service-Learning: A science class studies different leaves and trees in the fall of the year. A
chemistry class might discuss the process by which leaves turn colors. Students then decide to
rake leaves for elderly neighbors. While on site, they collect samples of leaves for experiments
or a classroom book. Students write a journal about the experience. Students celebrate by
receiving pins for their work.

Community Service: Collecting Tabs for Ronald McDonald House

Service-Learning: Students learn about and research Ronald McDonald House. A
representative comes to speak to the class. Students decide they want to set up a collection site
for soda tabs in the cafeteria. Students in math class keep a daily total of the number of tabs.
They study percents, make grids of the number of tabs on specific days, and graph results, etc.

Learning objectives are assessed. Students are evaluated on mathematical concepts. They have
a class discussion on what this project means. Students celebrate by visiting a Ronald McDonald
House and delivering the tabs (or monies from the tabs) they have collected.



COMPASS
Community Service Program

“Only a life lived for others is a life worth living.”- Albert Einstein

Last Name: First Name:

Year of Graduation: Parent Name:

Service Codes
Community Improvement 6. Hunger and Homeless
Disaster Relief 7. Literacy and Education
Elderly Assistance 8. Public Safety and Violence Prevention
Environmental 9. Youth Serving Youth
Health Related 10. Other

Log of Activity
Date Performed Location and Service Code Completed Hours *Adult
Type of Service Supervisors

Duties Performed Signature and
Phone Number*

6.

7.

*By signing this, I attest to the fact that the above named student did accomplish this task and did
not receive payment.*

On the reverse side, by number, explain in one sentence each activity that was performed.

COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO BY MAY 1°" OF
EACH SCHOOL YEAR. STUDENTS MAY COMPLETE MORE THAN ONE FORM IF

NEEDED.
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