Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH)

Summer Assignment for 2011-2012

APUSH will intensively survey United States history from the beginning of European exploration to the present day.  The course will concentrate on the content covered by the AP exam, which will be given on May 11,  2012.  Anything you can do during the summer to help you prepare for that exam and this course will be beneficial.  You should spend some time reading historical literature, visiting museums, or doing some research on the Internet.  If you know you have a weak background in certain portions of American history, you should try to focus on those.  The last page of this handout  is a list of movies and books that may be helpful in the coming year.  Nothing from that list is required, if you feel uncomfortable with any of the material simply choose something different.
You have been given a copy of the course textbook, Henretta’s America’s History.  Be sure to take care of it like any schoolbook.  You will be charged if the book is lost or damaged.  We will have a test over the first four chapters of the book during the third or fourth week of school.  You must complete the following assignment and have it ready to hand in on the first day of school.  

I) Read the first two chapters of the textbook (pages 5-66).  You can read more if you want to get a head start on the year.  Make sure you are reading for understanding, not just skimming over the words.
II) Answer the following questions in detail.  This can either be typed or neatly written in blue or black ink.

1. Summarize the motives, problems, and rewards associated with the age of European expansion.

2. Discuss the differences in Spanish, French, Dutch and English exploration and settlement in the New World.

3. Explain the impact of the Columbian Exchange on the Americas, Europe, and Africa.
4. Explain the factors that led to Spain losing its position as the greatest European power and the factors that led to large numbers of Englishmen coming to America.
5. Analyze what let to the transatlantic trade in African slaves.

6. Compare and contrast white indentured servitude and black chattel slavery in the Chesapeake.

7. Analyze the differences between the New England and Chesapeake colonies, consider especially social, economic, and religious differences.

III) Outline: Complete an outline of the first two chapters using the following template as a guide.  The outline can be typed or neatly written in blue or black ink.  This template does not follow the organization of the textbook but is aligned to the guidelines set by the College Board.  As you read the chapters fill in notes in the appropriate places in the outline recording specific details you feel most important.
I. Pre-Columbian Societies
A. Early inhabitants of the Americas

B.  American Indian empires: Mesoamerica, Southwest, Mississippi    Valley
C.  American Indian cultures of North America at the time of European contact

II. Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings

A. First European contacts with Native Americans

B. Spain’s Empire in North America

C. French Colonization of Canada

D. English Settlements in New England and the South
E. From servitude to slavery in the Chesapeake region

F. Religious diversity in the American colonies

G. Resistance to colonial authority: Bacon’s Rebellion, Pueblo Revolt

APUSH Video List

The following movies cover significant events/times in United States history:

The Patriot




Paper Moon

The Last of the Mohicans


Inherit the Wind

The Madness of King George


Day One

1776





Fat Man and Little Boy

Dances With Wolves



M*A*S*H

I Will Fight No More, Forever

Truman

Glory





The Day After

Gone With the Wind



Dr. Strangelove

Red Badge of Courage


Thirteen Days

The Alamo




Malcolm X

Little Big Man




Ghosts of Mississippi

The Milagro Beanfield War


The Color Purple




High Noon




JFK

The Untouchables



The Right Stuff

The Grapes of Wrath



Apollo 13

APUSH Book List

The following books cover significant events/times in United States history:

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America
Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made It
James Loewen, Lies my Teacher Told Me
H.W. Brands, The First American: The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin
David McCullough, John Adams, The Johnstown Flood, 1776
Benson Bobrick, Angel in the Whirlwind: The Triumph of the American Revolution
Joseph Ellis, Founding Brothers
The Federalist Papers and/or The Anti-Federalist Papers
Stephen Ambrose, Undaunted Courage
David Potter, The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861
Stephen B. Oates, With Malice Toward None
Mackinley Kantor, Andersonville
James McPherson, Battle Cry Freedom

Steven Sears, Chancellorsville
Dee Brown, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
Helen Jackson, A Century of Dishonor

Edmund Morris, The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt
Bernstein and Woodward, All The President’s Men
R. Carson, Silent Spring
John F. Kennedy, Profiles in Courage

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby
Henry Roth, Call it Sleep

John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath

David Guteyson, Snow Falling on Cedars

Michael Sherra, The Killer Angels

Joseph Heller, Catch-22

Timothy Egan, The Worst Hard Time
John M. Barry, The Great Influenza
Ronald C. White Jr., Lincoln’s Greatest Speech
Stephen Ambrose, Undaunted Courage
