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into Reading
John Nowlin Read-A-Thon

PTA's Fall Fundraiser

Please look for information to come home Friday, September 2nd.

Dates for Read-A-Thon will be September 12th - 23rd.

Pledge money due between September 26 and  September 30th.

Reading Lock-In September 30th, 4pm - 8pm
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[image: image4.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  





What Parents Should Know - and Do - About Homework


By the National Middle School Association





	While it sounds like a no-brainer, knowing the purpose of homework is critical in providing the help your son or daughter needs to get the most out of it. First of all, you need to find out the purpose of homework from the teacher who assigns it. Is homework used to finish work begun at school, to provide more practice with new skills, or to complete large-scale projects? Next, sort out the reasons you want your young adolescent to complete homework. Is it to help develop discipline and a productive work ethic? Finally, frequently speak with your children about the importance of homework, whatever the reasons, so they understand why they are doing it. Other tips:


	Details do count—and so does consistency. Work with your young adolescent to set a regular time, place, and duration for homework to be done—not in front of the television and not during commercial breaks. When is the best time for homework to be completed—right after school, before supper, or after supper? Is listening to music allowed? Setting a quiet and undisturbed place to do homework is important. 


	Who's responsible? The young adolescent whose homework is in question must be responsible—always. If your child is not forthcoming about assignments, you must get the information from the teachers. Don't do the homework for your young adolescents, but do have them explain to you what they are doing and what they have learned from the homework. 


	Reading is always an appropriate homework assignment. If your son or daughter has no homework, finishes early, or simply doesn't have anything else to do, he or she should be reading. Family members can be excellent role models by making sure that the entire household reads regularly. Keep the television off most of the evening, turning it on only for specific shows, if that.


Five Ways to Be Supportive in the New School Year


	Get to know the school your young adolescent attends. What is its philosophy and mission? Is it more traditional or more progressive? How is it organized? Who are the people who can help you and your child? 


	Personally introduce yourself to your son or daughter's teachers. Many middle-level schools use teaching teams. How does the teaching team work together? When is the best time to contact the teachers with questions? 


	Determine how you can be an active part of the school and what you can do to contribute. Every parent has some skill, talent, or knowledge to share with students or teachers. 


Remember that the best support you can provide your young adolescent is to be there. Be visible in the school so your child knows that you care, and the school knows, too. 


	Help the school be the best it can be. Push for experiences and practices that truly make a difference for all children in the school—engaging and interesting work, standards that hold students accountable on a realistic yet challenging level, and opportunities for students to contribute to their school and community.





Reprinted with permission from The Family Connection, volume 9, published by the National Middle School Association (NMSA). Articles from The Family Connection are available for principals and PTAs to use in their newsletters. Visit www.nmsa.org/services/family for an archive. For more information about NMSA, call (800) 528-NMSA (6672) or visit www.nmsa.org.


























Tools for Parents





























Reminders!


PTA meeting, TOMORROW NIGHT!!  Please plan to attend.  It will be at 7pm in the library.


This year parents will have the opportunity to be a Room Representative for your child’s class.  This is a great way to be involved in PTA and John Nowlin.  Please consider helping out with this very important job.  Contact Brooke Payne, � HYPERLINK "mailto:aandbontap@sbcglobal.net" ��aandbontap@sbcglobal.net�  if you are interested.


Please take a look at the calendar on this page, there are lots of important dates coming up in the next few weeks.
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Congrats to Mrs. Clark’s Class!  Their class has reached 


63% membership the second week of school! 


 Way to go!!!!  
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Calendar of Events


September, 2011








Sunday�



Monday�



Tuesday�



Wednesday�



Thursday�



Friday�



Saturday�
�
�
�
�
�
1


PTA Meeting


7pm �
2 Fall Into Reading 


Fundraiser packets go home�
3�
�
4�
5


Labor Day, No School�
6�
7�
8�
9�
10�
�
11�
12


Fall Into Reading 


Fundraiser


�
13�
14�
15�
16





Picture Day�
17�
�
18�
19


Fall Into Reading


Fundraiser�
20�
21�
22�
23


Fall Into Reading money due�
24�
�
25�
26�
27�
28�
29�
30


Reading Lock In, pick up by 8pm


�
�
�



October Events:


PTA Meeting, Thursday, October 6 @ 7pm


Grandparent’s Day, Friday, October 7


Fall Party, Friday, October 21


Track or Treat Halloween Walk, Friday, October 21 @ 6:30


Parent Teacher Conferences, No School, Thursday & Friday, October 27 & 28


No School, Monday, October 31
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